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means of enforcing it. But still less did Gladstone approve of
the tearing up of treaties by one of the parties to them without
the consent of the other parlies. Such behaviour, he pointed
out, would destroy public confidence in the good faith of govern-
ments and reduce international relations to barbarism. In the
result a Conference was held in London at which representatives
of the states that had made the Treaty of Paris, 1856, formally
abrogated (i.e. repealed) the clauses which Russia had in effect
torn up.

The 'Alabama* Arbitration. Meanwhile we had for years been
engaged on an irritating controversy with the United States.
During the American Civil War (1861-5) ^ supporters of the
rebel states of the South had, owing to British negligence,
succeeded in equipping and putting to sea a raider, the Alabama,
which had done a lot of damage to the commerce of the ulti-
mately victorious Northern states, and the American government
claimed damages. Disraeli, when Prime Minister in 1868, had
secured what seemed to be a settlement of the matter, but it was
rejected for reasons of party politics by the American Senate.
Gladstone got the matter referred to an international board of
arbitration, on which three neutral states were represented in
addition to the two parties to the dispute. The arbitrators, sitting
at Geneva, awarded America three and a quarter million pounds
damages, which was one-third of what America demanded. This
the British government promptly paid.  Gladstone's action in
tiais matter was intensely unpopular and, following on our failure
to avert the annesation of Alsace and Lorraine by Germany and
the abandonment of the Black Sea clauses of the Russian treaty,
it created an impression that Gladstonian Liberalism was weak-
kneed in foreign policy. But it is to be noted that the Conservative
policy regarding the Alabama had been much the same as the
Liberal policy. To-day we can approve the Alabama policy both
as a step towards the recognition of arbitration as a method of
settling disputes between nations and also as a step towards
better relations with the United States. At the same time it is
probably true that Gladstone never really understood the new
Europe of Bismarck with its unashamed selfishness in inter-
national affairs, and Lord Granville, his foreign secretary both
in this and his next gSvernment, was an easygoing nobleman of